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Main	  idea	  
CriIcal	  features	  

RelaIonships	  to	  other	  concepts	  
Factors	  that	  affect	  the	  concept	  
Things	  the	  concept	  affects	  

DefiniIon	  

RelaIonal	  
understanding	  Comparison	  to	  other	  concepts	  

Examples	  of	  the	  concept	  
Non-‐examples	  of	  the	  concept	  

ManifestaIons	  	  
&	  ApplicaIons	  

Concept	  as	  part	  of	  a	  series	  or	  sequence	  

Types	  of	  social	  studies	  knowledge…	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Main	  idea	  
CriIcal	  features	  

RelaIonships	  to	  other	  concepts	  
Factors	  that	  affect	  the	  concept	  
Things	  the	  concept	  affects	  

Comparison	  to	  other	  concepts	  

Examples	  of	  the	  concept	  
Non-‐examples	  of	  the	  concept	  

HIERARCHIC	  

Concept	  as	  parts	  of	  a	  series	  or	  sequence	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

SEQUENCE	  

Types	  of	  social	  studies	  knowledge…	  

Social Studies Content Standards 
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High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  

PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  

PEOPLE	  

GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

EVENTS	  

PROCESSES	  

IDEAOLOGIES	  /	  BELIEFS	  	  

ISSUES	  /	  DEBATES	  

PROBLEMS	  /	  CONFLICTS	  /	  WARS	  

POLICIES	  /	  LAWS	  /	  GOVERNMENT	  STRUCTURES	  	  

INVENTIONS	  

ERAS	  /	  MOVEMENTS	  

ECONOMY	  

Highly	  likely	  
that	  any	  given	  
social	  studies	  
lesson	  will	  be	  
mostly	  about	  
one	  of	  these	  
topics	  
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High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
Describe	  American	  writers-‐	  
characterizaIon	  of	  the	  1920s,	  
including	  F.	  Sco[	  Fitzgerald,	  H.L.	  
Lewis,	  and	  Ernest	  Hemingway	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  
COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  
CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  
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Describe	  American	  writers-‐	  characterizaIon	  of	  the	  1920s,	  including	  F.	  
Sco[	  Fitzgerald,	  H.L.	  Lewis,	  and	  Ernest	  Hemingway	  

Characteriza+on	  of	  the	  1920’s	  

HIERARCHIC	  

F.	  ScoM	  
Fitzgerald	  

Earnest	  
Hemingway	  

H.L.	  
	  Lewis	  

American	  Authors	  
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COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

Compare	  the	  presidenIal	  
leadership	  of	  T.	  Roosevelt,	  W.	  
Tad,	  and	  W.	  Wilson	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Compare	  the	  presidenIal	  leadership	  of	  T.	  Roosevelt,	  W.	  Tad,	  and	  W.	  Wilson	  

T.	  
Roosevelt	  

W.	  	  
TaS	  

W.	  	  
Wilson	  

Foreign	  Policy	  

DomesIc	  
Policy	  

Leadership	  
style	  

COMPARISON	  
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COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

Describe	  the	  impact	  of	  social	  
changes	  and	  the	  influence	  of	  key	  
figures	  in	  the	  US	  from	  World	  
War	  I	  through	  the	  1920s,	  
including	  Susan	  B.	  Anthony,	  
Margaret	  Sanger,	  and	  Elizabeth	  
Candy	  Stanton	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Susan	  B.	  
Anthony	  

Elizabeth	  Candy	  
Stanton	  	  

Margaret	  
Sanger	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  

Describe	  the	  impact	  of	  social	  changes	  and	  the	  influence	  of	  key	  figures	  in	  the	  
US	  from	  World	  War	  I	  through	  the	  1920s,	  including	  Susan	  B.	  Anthony,	  
Margaret	  Sanger,	  and	  Elizabeth	  Candy	  Stanton	  	  

Changes	  in	  women’s	  roles	  &	  rights	  
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Goals	   AcIons	   Impact	  

Susan	  B.	  

Anthony	  

Margaret	  

Sanger	  

Elizabeth	  
Candy	  

Stanton	  	  
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IdenIfy	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  muckrakers	  
on	  public	  opinion	  during	  the	  
Progressive	  Movement	  	  

GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	   COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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IdenIfy	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  muckrakers	  on	  public	  opinion	  during	  the	  Progressive	  
Movement	  	  

Muckrakers	  
advocaIng	  changes	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  

Muckrakers	  
Authors	  and	  public	  speakers	  who	  advocated	  for	  social	  change	  	  

Unhealthy	  &	  unsafe	  
pracIces	  

Biased	  laws	  &	  
policies	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Explain	  Alabama’s	  parIcipaIon	  in	  
World	  War	  II,	  including	  the	  Tuskegee	  
Airmen	  

GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	   COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Compare	  short-‐	  and	  long-‐term	  effects	  
of	  changing	  boundaries	  in	  pre-‐	  and	  
post-‐	  World	  War	  I	  Europe	  on	  European	  
naIons	  

PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	   COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Explain	  Alabama’s	  parIcipaIon	  in	  
World	  War	  II,	  including	  the	  Aliceville	  
POW	  camp,	  the	  growth	  of	  the	  port	  of	  
Mobile	  and	  Birmingham	  steel.	  

PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	   COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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EVENTS	  

Explain	  the	  entry	  by	  the	  US	  into	  World	  War	  II	  and	  major	  military	  campaigns	  
in	  the	  European	  and	  Pacific	  Theaters	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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EVENTS	  

Describe	  the	  impact	  of	  TVA,	  the	  Agriculture	  Adjust	  AdministraIon	  (AAA)	  and	  
the	  Civilian	  ConservaIon	  Corps	  (CCC)	  on	  Alabama	  and	  the	  Southeast.	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  

PROCESSES	  
EVENTS	  
PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Explain	  how	  the	  mobilizaIon	  of	  the	  US	  for	  World	  War	  I	  affected	  the	  
populaIon	  of	  the	  US.	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

PROCESSES	  
EVENTS	  
PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Explain	  the	  transiIon	  of	  the	  US	  from	  an	  agrarian	  society	  to	  an	  industrial	  
naIon	  prior	  to	  World	  War	  I	  	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

IDEAOLOGIES	  /	  BELIEFS	  	  
PROCESSES	  
EVENTS	  
PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Describe	  Cold	  War	  policies	  and	  issues,	  including	  the	  domino	  theory	  and	  
McCarthyism	  and	  their	  consequence	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

IDEAOLOGIES	  /	  BELIEFS	  	  
PROCESSES	  
EVENTS	  
PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Describe	  major	  foreign	  events	  and	  issues	  of	  the	  Kennedy	  Presidency,	  
including	  construcIon	  of	  the	  Berlin	  Wall,	  the	  Bay	  of	  Pigs	  invasion,	  and	  the	  
Cuban	  Missile	  Crises.	  	  

ISSUES	  /	  DEBATES	  
PROBLEMS	  /	  CONFLICTS	  /	  WARS	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

ISSUES	  /	  DEBATES	  
PROBLEMS	  /	  CONFLICTS	  /	  WARS	  

IDEAOLOGIES	  /	  BELIEFS	  	  
PROCESSES	  
EVENTS	  
PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Describe	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  Smith-‐Hawley	  Tariff	  Act	  on	  global	  economy	  

POLICIES	  /	  LAWS	  /	  GOVERNMENT	  STRUCTURES	  	  
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COMPARE	  /	  CONTRAST	  

Best	  way	  to	  structure	  this	  informaIon?	  

HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Idea	  &	  Details)	  

CAUSE	  /	  EFFECT	  	  
SEQUENCE	  

ISSUES	  /	  DEBATES	  
PROBLEMS	  /	  CONFLICTS	  /	  WARS	  

IDEAOLOGIES	  /	  BELIEFS	  	  
PROCESSES	  
EVENTS	  
PLACES	  /	  GEOGRAPHY	  
GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  

High-‐frequency	  Social	  Studies	  topics…	  
PEOPLE	  
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Explain	  the	  impact	  of	  American	  imperialism,	  including	  the	  geographic	  
changes	  due	  to	  the	  Open	  Door	  Policy	  and	  the	  Roosevelt	  Corollary	  on	  the	  
foreign	  poly	  of	  the	  US	  between	  ReconstrucIon	  and	  World	  War	  I.	  	  

POLICIES	  /	  LAWS	  /	  GOVERNMENT	  STRUCTURES	  	  

History Content Standards 
Concepts	  
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Main	  Idea	  &	  CriIcal	  Features	  
	  Hierarchic	  
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TM	  
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POLICIES	  /	  LAWS	  /	  GOVERNMENT	  STRUCTURES	  	  
HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Ideas	  &	  Details)	  

TM	  
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TM	  
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EVENTS	  
HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Ideas	  &	  Details)	  

TM	  
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GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  
HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Ideas	  &	  Details)	  

TM	  
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GROUPS	  /	  CULTURES	  /	  ORGANIZATIONS	  	  
HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Ideas	  &	  Details)	  
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EVENTS	  
HIERARCHIC	  (Main	  Ideas	  &	  Details)	  
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PROBLEMS	  /	  CONFLICTS	  /	  WARS	  
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