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Rote	  memoriza+on	  =	  temporary	  memory	  

Students	  MUST	  elaborate	  new	  terms	  to	  remember	  them…	  

Copying	  defini+on	  =	  	  	  li?le	  or	  no	  memory	  of	  term	  

Student-‐friendly	  language	  
Addresses	  	  dis+nc+ve	  features	  

(avoid	  defining	  terms	  using	  terms	  that	  also	  need	  defining)	  

Student	  àMul+ple-‐uses	  of	  term	  (in	  OWN	  words)	  in	  
applied	  contexts	  

Defini+ons…	  

Student	  àConnected	  to	  real	  experiences	  

Student	  àVisualizing	  /	  drawing	  /	  illustra+ng	  

Student	  àPersonal	  knowledge	  connec+ons	  
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RL.6.4.	  	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  a	  text,	  
including	  figuraHve	  and	  connotaHve	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  a	  
specific	  word	  choice	  on	  meaning	  and	  tone.	  

	  
RL.7.4.	  	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  a	  text,	  

including	  figuraHve	  and	  connotaHve	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  rhymes	  
and	  other	  repeHHons	  of	  sounds	  (e.g.,	  alliteraHon)	  on	  a	  specific	  verse	  or	  stanza	  
of	  a	  poem	  or	  secHon	  of	  a	  story	  or	  drama.	  

	  
RL.8.4.	  	  	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  a	  text,	  

including	  figuraHve	  and	  connotaHve	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  specific	  
word	  choices	  on	  meaning	  and	  tone,	  including	  analogies	  or	  allusions	  to	  other	  
texts.	  	  
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RL.6.4.	  	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  a	  text,	  
including	  figuraHve	  and	  connotaHve	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  a	  
specific	  word	  choice	  on	  meaning	  and	  tone.	  

	  
RL.7.4.	  	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  a	  text,	  

including	  figuraHve	  and	  connotaHve	  meanings;	  analyze	  the	  impact	  of	  rhymes	  
and	  other	  repeHHons	  of	  sounds	  (e.g.,	  alliteraHon)	  on	  a	  specific	  verse	  or	  stanza	  
of	  a	  poem	  or	  secHon	  of	  a	  story	  or	  drama.	  

	  
RL.8.4.	  	  	  Determine	  the	  meaning	  of	  words	  and	  phrases	  as	  they	  are	  used	  in	  a	  text,	  
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word	  choices	  on	  meaning	  and	  tone,	  including	  analogies	  or	  allusions	  to	  other	  
texts.	  	  
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Across Five Aprils 

aloof 

imminence 

melancholy 

paralysis 

Unfriendly, not 
very social, not 
connecting well 
with others   

I feel aloof in large 
groups of people I 
don’t know  
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Mask of Read Death 

pestilence 
Serious contagious 
disease 

plague 

pest 

healthy 
Chinese Flu everybody 
was so worried about 

The pestilence wiped out almost everyone who lived in the town. 
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Mask of Read Death 

dissolution 

contagion 

countenances 

pestilence 
Serious contagious disease plague 

healthy Chinese Flu everybody was so 
worried about pest 

The pestilence wiped out almost everyone who lived in the town. 
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Little Women 

dawdle coiffure 

conservatory 

cordial 

despondent 

penitent 

waste time 

loiter 

linger 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

haggle 

Bargaining 
about a price 

rummage 

welt carcass 

contrived dismal 

argue 

compromise 

negotiate 
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imperious 

Adjectives used to describe personalities of people 

Acts superior, authoritative 

Views others as 
unimportant 

The Call of the Wild 

disdainful        haughty    lordly  
prideful   overbearing  

Stuck-up kids who think they are better than everybody  

X 

Someone who gives orders We all need people who share 
their knowledge and can act as 
leaders, we just need them to 
do it in a nice way 
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mutineer 
(overthrows captain) 

buccaneer 
(pirate –steals at sea) 

Treasure Island 

The buccaneers turned 
into mutineers 

coxswain 
(steers boat) 

helm 
(boat’s steering wheel) 

A coxswain uses a helm to 
steer the ship  

cutlass 
(long fat sword) 

bandoleer 
(ammunition belt) 

Both are ways pirates are 
armed 

grog 
(water & rum 

drunkard 
(alcoholic) 

ebb 
(outward flow of tide)  

venture 
(hazard) 

  
maroon 

(stand, abandon)  
doubloon 

Spanish gold coin) 
  

Drink grog all the time, you 
turn into a drunkard,  

When the tide ebbs, you might 
venture into a reef & sink! 

marooned on the island with 
the doubloon treasure  
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The Contender 

bunions 
 Places on foot –

swelling, thickening of 
skin, painful 

blisters 

Harlem 

marquee 

racketeers 

Both are types of sores  
you get on your feet 
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A Christmas Carol 
How visions of past, present, & future change a selfish man  

affable 
friendly, genial 

destitute 

exorable 

loath 

Used to describe 
Mrs. Cratchet 

(Tiny Tim’s mom) 

My brother, David is 
really affable so 

everybody loves him 
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Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

condescend 
To make someone feel inferior or humiliated by way you  

speak to or treat them  

Huck’s viewed black people 
as inferior to himself 

Way Huck treated Jim was 
condescending 

 Huck liked Jim yet was 
clueless about how 
condescended him 

X 

Everyone should be treated with respect – condescending treatment of an individual hurts 
everyone, including the person doing it!   

Some groups of students think they are better than everyone else so they acting 
condescending toward others  

X 

Zero-tolerance for racists or sexists remarks  
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Huck Finn 
Tom Sawyer 
Widow Douglas 
Jim 
Pap 
The Duke 
Grangerfords 
Wilks 
Aunt Polly 

Kind hearted 
Condescending 

Dishonest 
Loyal 

Mischievous 
Oblivious to needs of others 

Pretentious  
Contentious  

Smart  
Victimized  

Racist  
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Treasure Island 

Chapter 3 stockade Jim’s on the ship, describing the 
pirate fort on Treasure Island 

swab 

anchorage  

lubber 

hamlet 

tottery 

noggin 

berth 
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contemplative 

disciplinarian 

carrion 

saunter 

The Red Pony 
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