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Big Ideas about GO instruction 
Top 4 BEFORE lesson routines  
Top 5 READING routines  
Top 4 WRITING routines  
Top 4 AFTER lesson routines  

TM	
  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	
  Edwin	
  Ellis,	
  PhD	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (205)	
  394-­‐5512	
  

Guided Text-to-GO 
note taking 1 

Teacher (not individual 
students) reads aloud passage 

Facilitates discussion – “pulls”  
key ideas from students 

C0-constructs GO  notes 
with students  

Top 6 In-class GO Reading Activities 
 

VERY	
  IMPORTANT!	
  

Scaffolding	
  
gradual	
  release	
  

Ini1ally,	
  teacher	
  models	
  the	
  reading	
  à	
  thinking	
  à	
  no1ng	
  
process	
  via	
  think-­‐alouds	
  

Later,	
  guides	
  student	
  thinking	
  as	
  ideas	
  are	
  formulated	
  
and	
  noted	
  on	
  GO	
  

DURING heart of the lesson… 
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Guided Text-to-GO 
note taking 1 

Top 5 In-class GO Reading Activities 
 

Jigsaw-to-       
GO notes 2 

Each group assigned a 
prompt from GO 
Teams read same text looking 
for info pertinent to their 
prompt 

As info shared by team, 
teacher guides note taking 

Teacher (not individual 
students) reads aloud passage 

Facilitates discussion – “pulls”  
key ideas from students 

C0-constructs GO  notes 
with students  

DURING heart of the lesson… 
 

For example…. 

Team 1 

Team 2 

Team 3 
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Guided Text-to-GO 
note taking 1 

Top 5 In-class GO Reading Activities 
 

Jigsaw-to-       
GO notes 2 

Each group assigned a 
prompt from GO 
Teams read same text looking 
for info pertinent to their 
prompt 

As info shared by team, 
teacher guides note taking 

Teacher (not individual 
students) reads aloud passage 

Facilitates discussion – “pulls”  
key ideas from students 

C0-constructs GO  notes 
with students  

Numbered Heads 
Together 3 

Each student on a team is  
assigned a number (1, 2, 3 or 4) 

Each team is assigned a 
specific prompt from the GO  

Students re-group to “like-
numbers” & share & note 

Read àPair à 
Share à GO Notes  4 

Pairs read same short 
passage, discuss, and 
collaborate to take notes 
on GO 

Repeat for subsequent 
passages 

Give one, take one  
GOs 5 

Each team reads / 
discusses, & notes one key 
idea on GO. 

Team passes their GO to a 
different team, who must add 
something new to it; then 
passes it to next team, etc. 

DURING heart of the lesson… 
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Guided Text-to-GO 
note taking 1 

Top 5 In-class GO Reading Activities 
 

Jigsaw-to-       
GO notes 2 

Each group assigned a 
prompt from GO 
Teams read same text looking 
for info pertinent to their 
prompt 

As info shared by team, 
teacher guides note taking 

Teacher (not individual 
students) reads aloud passage 

Facilitates discussion – “pulls”  
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C0-constructs GO  notes 
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Numbered Heads 
Together 3 

Read àPair à 
Share à GO Notes  4 

Pairs read same short 
passage, discuss, and 
collaborate to take notes 
on GO 

Repeat for subsequent 
passages 

Give one, take one  
GOs 5 

Each team reads / 
discusses, & notes one key 
idea on GO. 

Team passes their GO to a 
different team, who must add 
something new to it; then 
passes it to next team, etc. 

	
  …if	
  you	
  
haven’t	
  done	
  
this	
  first!	
  

DURING heart of the lesson… 
 

Each student on a team is  
assigned a number (1, 2, 3 or 4) 

Each team is assigned a 
specific prompt from the GO  

Students re-group to “like-
numbers” & share & note 

	
  	
  	
  Don’t	
  use	
  these	
  
rou1nes	
  …	
  


