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TM	  
Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  

applications for 
6-8 Common Core Language Arts 

Part 1  Common Core READING Standards & MSS 

Part 2  Common Core VOCABULARY Standards & MSS 

Part 3  Common Core WRITING Standards & MSS 

Part 4  Project-based Learning Standards & MSS 
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W.6.1.	  Write	  arguments	  to	  support	  claims	  with	  clear	  
reasons	  and	  relevant	  evidence.	  
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Introduce	  claim(s)	  and	  organize	  the	  reasons	  and	  
evidence	  clearly.	  

Support	  claim(s)	  with	  clear	  reasons	  and	  relevant	  
evidence,	  using	  credible	  sources	  and	  demonstraKng	  
an	  understanding	  of	  the	  topic	  or	  text.	  

Etc.	  

Opinion	  /	  Persuasive	  Wri0ng	  	  	  
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Opinion	  /	  Persuasive	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  
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Name	  of	  a	  character	  	  
Reader’s	  opinion	  about	  the	  character	  	  

Reason	  #1	  	  

Opinion	  /	  Persuasive	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

SupporKng	  details	  

SupporKng	  details	  

SupporKng	  details	  

SupporKng	  details	  

Reason	  #2	  	  

SupporKng	  details	  

SupporKng	  details	  

SupporKng	  details	  

SupporKng	  details	  

Opinion	  /	  Persuasive	  Wri0ng	  	  	  
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Topic	  
Opinion	  about	  the	  topic	  

Reason	  #1	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Reason	  #2	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Suppor>ng	  Point	  

Conclusion	  
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W.6.2.	  Write	  informa>ve/explanatory	  texts	  to	  examine	  a	  topic	  
and	  convey	  ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  informa>on	  through	  the	  
selec>on,	  organiza>on,	  and	  analysis	  of	  relevant	  content.	  
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Introduce	  a	  topic;	  organize	  ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  
informaKon,	  using	  strategies	  such	  as	  definiKon,	  
classificaKon,	  comparison/contrast,	  and	  cause/effect;	  
include	  formaUng	  (e.g.,	  headings),	  graphics	  (e.g.,	  
charts,	  tables),	  and	  mulKmedia	  when	  useful	  to	  aiding	  
comprehension.	  

Etc.	  

Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

W.6.2.	  Write	  informa>ve/explanatory	  texts	  to	  examine	  a	  topic	  
and	  convey	  ideas,	  concepts,	  and	  informa>on	  through	  the	  
selec>on,	  organiza>on,	  and	  analysis	  of	  relevant	  content.	  
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Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  
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The	  PLANS	  wriKng	  strategy	  

•  Preview	  	  
•  Preview	  the	  PATH	  	  
•  Preview	  words	  to	  use	  

•  List	  ideas	  
•  Assign	  order	  
•  Note	  sentences	  
•  Search	  for	  errors	  &	  correct	  
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The	  	
P	
LANS	  wri>ng	  strategy	  	


Preview	

	  	  	  Preview	  the	  PATH	  
	  	  	  	


Purpose  
Audience	  – kids my age 
Topic	  – eagle problems 
Hook	  – baby eagles 

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

What would be 	

some good words to 	

use when I write 	

about Bald Eagles?	

  	
Bald Eagles	

  	
nest	

  majestic	

  	
in danger	

  	
fly	

 	
National Bird	

 	
DDT	

 	
white heads	


The	  	
P	
LANS	  wri>ng	  strategy	  	


Preview	

	  	  	  Preview	  the	  PATH	  
	  	  	  Preview	  words	  to	  use	


baby eagles 
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The	  	  P	  L	  ANS	  wri>ng	  strategy	  	  

List	  main	  ideas	  &	  details	  on	  a	  	  
think-‐sheet	  
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Bald Eagles	  
Interesting things about our National Bird	  

List key information	  

Writer	  lists	  topic	  
and	  “Is	  about”	  
statement	  

PLANS	  

Bald Eagles	  
Interesting things about our National Bird	  

Eagles in danger	   Baby Bald Eagles	   What they eat	  

Takes 6-8 weeks for 
eggs to hatch	  

Lay only 2-3 eggs 
White w/blue spots	  

If baby falls out of 
nest, it dies	  

Babies have brown 
heads, not white	  

Farmers put DDT on 
crops to kill bugs	  

Fish eat bugs that 
washed into water	  

Eagle eats fish & DDT 
gets into them	  

DDT makes egg shells 
thin, so they break 	  

Mostly eat fish & 
dead animals	  

Steal food from 
otherbirds	  

Poor hunters	  

Bald Eagles	  
Interesting things about our National Bird	  

Eagles in danger	   Baby Bald Eagles	   What they eat	  

Takes 6-8 weeks for 
eggs to hatch	  

Lay only 2-3 eggs 
White w/blue spots	  

If baby falls out of 
nest, it dies	  

Babies have brown 
heads, not white	  

Farmers put DDT on 
crops to kill bugs	  

Fish eat bugs that 
washed into water	  

Eagle eats fish & DDT 
gets into them	  

DDT makes egg shells 
thin, so they break 	  

Mostly eat fish & 
dead animals	  

Steal food from 
otherbirds	  

Poor hunters	  

Next time you see a picture of a Bald Eagle, think about how they are in danger 	  

List key information	  

Writer	  notes	  a	  	  “So	  
what?”	  statement	  

PLANS	  
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Bald Eagles	  
Interesting things about our National Bird	  

Eagles in danger	   Baby Bald Eagles	   What they eat	  

Takes 6-8 weeks for 
eggs to hatch	  

Lay only 2-3 eggs 
White w/blue spots	  

If baby falls out of 
nest, it dies	  

Babies have brown 
heads, not white	  

Farmers put DDT on 
crops to kill bugs	  

Fish eat bugs that 
washed into water	  

Eagle eats fish & DDT 
gets into them	  

DDT makes egg shells 
thin, so they break 	  

Mostly eat fish & 
dead animals	  

Steal food from 
otherbirds	  

Poor hunters	  

Next time you see a picture of a Bald Eagle, think about how they are in danger 	  

1	   2	  3	  

Assign order	  

Writer	  assigns	  
numbers	  to	  
indicate	  order	  

PLANS	  

Bald Eagles	  
Interesting things about our National Bird	  

Eagles in danger	   Baby Bald Eagles	   What they eat	  

Takes 6-8 weeks for 
eggs to hatch	  

Lay only 2-3 eggs 
White w/blue spots	  

If baby falls out of 
nest, it dies	  

Babies have brown 
heads, not white	  

Farmers put DDT on 
crops to kill bugs	  

Fish eat bugs that 
washed into water	  

Eagle eats fish & DDT 
gets into them	  

DDT makes egg shells 
thin, so they break 	  

Mostly eat fish & 
dead animals	  

Steal food from 
otherbirds	  

Poor hunters	  

Next time you see a picture of a Bald Eagle, think about how they are in danger 	  

1	   2	  3	  

2	  

1 

4 

3 

Assign order	  

Writer	  orders	  
details	  into	  desired	  
sequence	  	  

PLAN	  

Bald Eagles	  
Interesting things about our National Bird	  

Eagles in danger	   Baby Bald Eagles	   What they eat	  

Takes 6-8 weeks for 
eggs to hatch	  

Lay only 2-3 eggs 
White w/blue spots	  

If baby falls out of 
nest, it dies	  

Babies have brown 
heads, not white	  

Farmers put DDT on 
crops to kill bugs	  

Fish eat bugs that 
washed into water	  

Eagle eats fish & DDT 
gets into them	  

DDT makes egg shells 
thin, so they break 	  

Mostly eat fish & 
dead animals	  

Steal food from 
otherbirds	  

Poor hunters	  

Next time you see a picture of a Bald Eagle, think about how they are in danger 	  
	  

1	   2	  3	  

1	  

2 

3 

4 

2	  

1 

4 

3 

2	  

3 

1 

The	  PLA	  N	  S	  wri>ng	  strategy	  	  

Note	  ideas	  in	  sentences	  by	  following	  your	  plan.	   	  	  
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  You	  probably	  know	  that	  the	  Bald	  Eagle	  is	  our	  naKonal	  bird,	  and	  you	  have	  seen	  it	  on	  U.S.	  
symbols	  and	  money.	  There	  are	  many	  interesKng	  things	  about	  Bald	  Eagles.	   	  	  

	  Bald	  Eagles	  don’t	  have	  many	  babies.	  They	  usually	  lay	  only	  2	  or	  3	  eggs	  at	  a	  Kme.	  The	  eggs	  
are	  white	  with	  blue	  spots.	  It	  takes	  about	  6-‐8	  weeks	  for	  them	  to	  hatch.	  Baby	  Bald	  Eagles	  have	  
brown	  heads	  when	  they	  hatch.	  If	  the	  baby	  falls	  out	  of	  the	  nest,	  it	  dies.	  	  	  

	  Although	  they	  may	  seem	  mighty,	  Bald	  Eagles	  are	  actually	  poor	  hunters.	  They	  get	  a	  lot	  of	  
their	  food	  by	  stealing	  from	  other	  birds.	  They	  eat	  fish	  and	  dead	  animals.	  Not	  many	  people	  
know	  that	  our	  NaKonal	  Bird	  is	  actually	  a	  thief!	  

	  Bald	  Eagles	  are	  in	  danger.	  Farmer	  put	  a	  chemical	  called	  DDT	  on	  their	  crops	  to	  kill	  insects.	  
Fish	  eat	  the	  dead	  bugs	  when	  they	  wash	  into	  the	  water.	  When	  Bald	  Eagles	  eat	  the	  fish,	  the	  
DDT	  gets	  in	  them	  too.	  The	  DDT	  causes	  the	  egg	  shells	  to	  be	  too	  thin	  so	  they	  break	  easily.	  Baby	  
cannot	  hatch	  from	  the	  few	  eggs	  they	  lay.	  So	  the	  next	  Kme	  you	  see	  a	  picture	  of	  a	  Bald	  Eagle,	  
remember	  that	  it	  is	  a	  thief	  in	  danger!	  
	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  
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Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  
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Explaining	  steps	  
Haiku 

The four basic steps to writing a Haiku Japanese poem 
	  	  

Think of one of your favorite things in nature   
HORSES 

Write the first line. It needs to contain only 5 syllables. 
A MANE OF SILVER 

 
The second line contains 7 syllables.  

FLOWING SOFTELY IN THE WIND 

The third (and last) line should contain 5 syllables.  
AS ON WE GALLOP 

 
If the poem doesn’t fit the 3-line patterns, it’s not haiku. 
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Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  
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Esperanza’s	  Journey	  
…what	  happened	  to	  a	  laKno	  girl	  when	  she	  immigrated	  to	  America	  

Esperanza’s	  life	  at	  La	  
Rancha	  de	  Las	  Rosas	  

happy,	  planning	  for	  her	  birthday	  party,	  wealthy,	  	  
no	  worries,	  close	  to	  her	  father,	  top	  of	  social	  ladder,	  
privileged	  

Esperanza’s	  life	  in	  Mexico	  
aier	  her	  father’s	  death	  	  

mournful,	  naïve,	  trapped	  by	  uncles,	  close	  to	  mother	  
and	  grandmother,	  biker	  about	  the	  change	  in	  her	  life	  

Esperanza’s	  journey	  to	  
America	  	  

biker,	  humiliated	  	  by	  the	  wagon	  ride/train	  ride,	  not	  
willing	  to	  recognize	  situaKon,	  selfish,	  angry	  

Esperanza	  in	  California	  	  
shocked	  at	  the	  unpleasant	  situaKon,	  fails	  at	  simple	  
tasks,	  	  unhappy,	  conflict	  with	  Marta,	  embarrassed	  that	  
she	  doesn’t	  know	  simple	  tasks,	  conflict	  with	  Miguel	  

Esperanza	  Rising	  	  
learns	  to	  care	  for	  children,	  cook,	  and	  clean;	  gets	  job	  to	  
help	  with	  Mama’s	  hospital	  bills;	  saves	  money	  orders	  to	  
bring	  Abuelita	  there,	  makes	  most	  of	  situaKon	  

The	  book	  Ktle	  points	  to	  a	  process.	  	  Esperanza	  could	  not	  “rise”	  if	  she	  had	  not	  fallen	  or	  had	  some	  
place	  to	  rise	  from.	  	  Each	  step	  is	  a	  part	  of	  what	  makes	  up	  Esperanza’s	  character	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  



7/24/12	  

7	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Editing & 
Revising 

Publishing 
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Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Editing & 
Revising 

Publishing 

The standards also address teaching students how 
to both edit and revise their own writing  

and 
 to provide peers with feedback on their writing 
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Expository	  Wri0ng	  	  	  

The SCOPE editing strategy 
•  Spelling  
•  Capitalization 
•  Omissions 
•  Punctuation 
•  Ear 
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