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TM	  
Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  

applications for 
K-3 Common Core Language Arts 

Part 1 Using Smart Sheets to teach reading 

Part 2 Using Smart Sheets to teach vocabulary 

Part 3 Using Smart Sheets to teach writing 
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For example…. 

There are a series of K-3 standards, all of which 
address “Asking & Answering Questions” 

RL.K.1	  	  RI.K.1.	  	  	  	   	  With	  promp4ng	  and	  support,	  ask	  and	  answer	  ques4ons	  about	  key	  
details	  in	  a	  text.	  

	  

RL.1.1.	  RI.1.1.	  	   	  Ask	  and	  answer	  ques4ons	  about	  key	  details	  in	  a	  text.	  
	  

RL.2.1.	  RI.2.1.	   	  Ask	  and	  answer	  such	  ques4ons	  as	  who,	  what,	  where,	  when,	  why,	  
and	  how	  to	  demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  key	  details	  in	  a	  text.	  

	  

RI.3.1.	  RL.3.1.	   	  Ask	  and	  answer	  ques4ons	  to	  demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  a	  text,	  
referring	  explicitly	  to	  the	  text	  as	  the	  basis	  for	  the	  answers.	  
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We will be examining a range of MSS Smart Sheets you 
can use to address “Asking & Answering Questions” 

strand of standards 
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There are a series of K-3 standards, all of which 
address “Asking & Answering Questions” 
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There are a series of K-3 standards, all of which 
address “Summarizing Main Ideas & Details” 

READING	  LITERATURE	  
RL.K.2.	  With	  promp4ng	  and	  support,	  retell	  familiar	  stories,	  including	  key	  details.	  
RL.K.3.	  With	  promp4ng	  and	  support,	  iden4fy	  characters,	  seRngs,	  and	  major	  events	  in	  a	  story.	  
RL.1.2.	  Retell	  stories,	  including	  key	  details,	  and	  demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  their	  central	  message	  or	  lesson.	  
RL.1.3.	  Describe	  characters,	  seRngs,	  and	  major	  events	  in	  a	  story,	  using	  key	  details.	  
RL.1.7.	  Use	  illustra4ons	  and	  details	  in	  a	  story	  to	  describe	  its	  characters,	  seRng,	  or	  events.	  
RL.2.2.	  Recount	  stories,	  including	  fables	  and	  folktales	  from	  diverse	  cultures,	  and	  determine	  their	  central	  message,	  lesson,	  or	  moral.	  
RL.2..5	  Describe	  the	  overall	  structure	  of	  a	  story,	  including	  describing	  how	  the	  beginning	  introduces	  the	  story	  and	  the	  ending	  

concludes	  the	  ac4on..	  
RL.3.2.	  Recount	  stories,	  including	  fables,	  folktales,	  and	  myths	  from	  diverse	  cultures;	  determine	  the	  central	  message,	  lesson,	  or	  

moral	  and	  explain	  how	  it	  is	  conveyed	  through	  key	  details	  in	  the	  text.	  
	  
	  READING	  INFORMATION	  
RI.K.2.	  With	  promp4ng	  and	  support,	  iden4fy	  the	  main	  topic	  and	  retell	  key	  details	  of	  a	  text.	  
RI.1.2.	  Iden4fy	  the	  main	  topic	  and	  retell	  key	  details	  of	  a	  text.	  
RI.2.2.	  Iden4fy	  the	  main	  topic	  of	  a	  mul4-‐paragraph	  text	  as	  well	  as	  the	  focus	  of	  specific	  paragraphs	  within	  the	  text.	  
RI.3.2.	  Determine	  the	  main	  idea	  of	  a	  text;	  recount	  the	  key	  details	  and	  explain	  how	  they	  support	  the	  main	  idea.	  

Determine Word 
Meanings 

Craft & 
Structure 

TM	  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	  Edwin	  Ellis,	  PhD	  	  	  	  	  (205)	  394-‐5512	  

The K-3  Reading Standards 

Ask & 
answer 

questions                               

Make 
Relationship 
Connections 

Summarize  
main ideas & 

details  

Make 
Comparisons 

Provide 
Reasons & 
Supporting 

Points 

Key Ideas & 
Details                             

Integration of  
Knowledge & Ideas 

There are a series of K-3 standards, all of which 
address “Summarizing Main Ideas & Details” 

We will be examining a range of MSS Smart Sheets you 
can use to address the “Summarizing Main Ideas & 

Details” strand of standards 
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Thus, this presentation focuses on ways to apply MSS 
in the context of addressing standards in each of these 

strands 

In this video, we’ll examine samples of how teachers 
have used Smart Sheets to address various standards 

Later, in another video, we’ll examine scaffolded 
instructional routines that teachers apply when using 

Smart Sheets 
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These	  are	  the	  best	  ones	  to	  use	  for	  
K-‐3	  LITERATURE	  	  

These	  are	  the	  best	  ones	  to	  use	  for	  
K-‐3	  INFORMATION	  TEXT	  
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