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Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  

applications for 
Grades 9-12 Social Studies 

Part 2  Vocabulary Smart Sheets 

Students	
  MUST	
  elaborate	
  new	
  terms	
  to	
  remember	
  them…	
  

Copying	
  defini;on	
  =	
  	
  	
  li=le	
  or	
  no	
  memory	
  of	
  term	
  

Student-­‐friendly	
  language	
  
(avoid	
  defining	
  terms	
  using	
  terms	
  that	
  also	
  need	
  defining)	
  

Student	
  àMul;ple-­‐uses	
  of	
  term	
  (in	
  OWN	
  words)	
  in	
  
applied	
  contexts	
  

Defini;ons…	
  

Student	
  àConnected	
  to	
  real	
  experiences	
  

Student	
  àVisualizing	
  /	
  drawing	
  /	
  illustra;ng	
  

Student	
  àPersonal	
  knowledge	
  connec;ons	
  

Rote	
  memoriza;on=	
  	
  “that	
  dog	
  won’t	
  hunt”	
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  Castles	
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Vocabulary	
  Comparisons	
  à	
  “Word	
  Venns”	
  Smart	
  Sheets	
  	
  	
  

Populist Movement Progressivism 

Plessey Ferguson 

Hepburn Act Pure Food & Drug Act 

Vocabulary	
  Comparisons	
  à	
  “Comparisons	
  &	
  Connec9ons”	
  Vocabulary	
  Comparisons	
  à	
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Yellow Journalism Propaganda 

Treat of Versailles Wilson’s 14 Points 

Viet Cong North Vietnamese Army 

MEANING MEANING 

CONNECTIONS CONNECTIONS 

MEANING MEANING 

CONNECTIONS CONNECTIONS 

MEANING MEANING 

CONNECTIONS CONNECTIONS 
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  à	
  	
  “Personal	
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  Word	
  Connec;ons	
  

TERM DEFINITION PERSONAL 
CONNECTIONS 

TM	
  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	
  Edwin	
  Ellis,	
  PhD	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (205)	
  394-­‐5512	
  

Social	
  Studies	
  /	
  History	
  VOCABULARY	
  
Word	
  Connec;ons	
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  “Best	
  Guess”	
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Governmental Systems 

Domino theory 

McCarthyism 

Loyalty oaths 

Alger Hiss case 

Un-American 
Activities Comm. 
Rosenberg 
executions 

“BEST GUESS”  DEFINITION  

Word	
  Connec;ons	
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  Connec;ons	
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  “REAL	
  World	
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  Smart	
  Sheet	
  	
  Word	
  Connec;ons	
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Word	
  Connec;ons	
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  “REAL	
  World	
  Connec9ons”	
  Smart	
  Sheet	
  	
  

Topic  

Word	
  Connec;ons	
  

Domino Theory  
Gist  Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 
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  World	
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  Word	
  Connec;ons	
  

Domino Theory  
Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 

Essential Features  USSR influence on Cuba 
becoming Communist.  

USSR aiding N. Viet Nam 
takeover S. Viet Nam 

USSR & China influences  
N. Korea to be Communist  
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Domino Theory  
Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 

USSR influence on Cuba 
becoming Communist.  

USSR aiding N. Viet Nam 
takeover S. Viet Nam 

USSR & China influences  
N. Korea to be Communist  

Evaluate its value to our world 
Why this idea SHOULD 
be part of today’s world AND/OR 

Why this idea should NOT be 
part of today’s world 
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Domino Theory  
Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 

USSR influence on Cuba 
becoming Communist.  

USSR aiding N. Viet Nam 
takeover S. Viet Nam 

USSR & China influences  
N. Korea to be Communist  

Evaluate its value to our world 
Why this idea SHOULD 
be part of today’s world AND/OR 

Why this idea should NOT be 
part of today’s world 

X 
History shows that you should never let your guard down – you have to stop 
tyranny before it spreads. Otherwise, it will get too powerful to stop 
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Domino Theory  
Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 

USSR influence on Cuba 
becoming Communist.  

USSR aiding N. Viet Nam 
takeover S. Viet Nam 

USSR & China influences  
N. Korea to be Communist  

X 
History shows that you should never let your guard down – you have to stop 
tyranny before it spreads. Otherwise, it will get too powerful to stop 

Analyze Reactions 
Ways people cause this 
topic to occur more AND/OR 

Ways people prevent this topic 
from occurring 
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Domino Theory  
Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 

USSR influence on Cuba 
becoming Communist.  

USSR aiding N. Viet Nam 
takeover S. Viet Nam 

USSR & China influences  
N. Korea to be Communist  

X 
History shows that you should never let your guard down – you have to stop 
tyranny before it spreads. Otherwise, it will get too powerful to stop 

Analyze Reactions 
Ways people cause this 
topic to occur more AND/OR 

Ways people prevent this topic 
from occurring 

X 
             War fatigue – as war drags on, people loose their enthusiasm for 
stopping tyranny and switch to protesting the war to try and end it sooner, 
regardless of long-term consequences 
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Domino Theory  
Communists take over small countries one after another - 

eventually all countries will fall to Communism 

USSR influence on Cuba 
becoming Communist.  

USSR aiding N. Viet Nam 
takeover S. Viet Nam 

USSR & China influences  
N. Korea to be Communist  

X 
History shows that you should never let your guard down – you have to stop 
tyranny before it spreads. Otherwise, it will get too powerful to stop 

X 
             War fatigue – as war drags on, people loose their enthusiasm for 
stopping tyranny and switch to protesting the war to try and end it sooner, 
regardless of long-term consequences 

List background knowledge related to this topic After 9/11, there was VERY strong support for going to war against the al-
Qaeda. Now, almost everyone wants to end the war in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
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