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Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  

applications for 
K-3 Common Core Language Arts 

Part 1 Using Smart Sheets to teach reading 

Part 2 Using Smart Sheets to teach vocabulary 

Part 3 Using Smart Sheets to teach writing 

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

4 MAJOR WRITING CATEGORIES 
The K-3  Common Core Language Arts Standards 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

WRITING SUB-CATEGORIES 

Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Editing & 
Revising 

Publishing 

Researching 

Presenting 

Short time-
frame writing 

Extended time-
frame writing 

Writing in for 
different disciplines 
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Text Types & 
Purposes 
Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

Editing & 
Revising 

Publishing 

Researching 

Presenting 

Short time-
frame writing 

Extended time-
frame writing 

Writing in for 
different disciplines 

The are quite a few great 
resources in the  

Makes Sense Strategies 
Tool-kit for addressing 

these standards 

We’ll begin by focusing on 
writing tools for emerging 

composition writing 
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The K-3  Writing Standards 

These	
  are	
  the	
  best	
  ones	
  to	
  use	
  for	
  
EMERGING	
  COMPOSITION	
  	
  

WRITING	
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Begin	
  by	
  clicking	
  on	
  	
  
Level	
  1	
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LEVEL	
  1	
  
These	
  are	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  leveled	
  	
  
(developmentally	
  sequenced)	
  	
  

Smart	
  Sheets	
  designed	
  for	
  emerging	
  
composiWon	
  wriWng	
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NOTE	
  that	
  MSS	
  provides	
  instrucWonal	
  resources	
  
for	
  supporWng	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  WriWng	
  Smart	
  Sheets	
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Click	
  on	
  “Guide”	
  	
  for	
  instrucWons	
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Click	
  on	
  “Rubric”	
  	
  to	
  access	
  a	
  wriWng	
  rubric	
  used	
  
for	
  this	
  Level	
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Click	
  on	
  “Lesson	
  Plan”	
  	
  to	
  access	
  a	
  simple	
  
interac)ve	
  	
  lesson	
  plan	
  that	
  allows	
  you	
  to	
  

support	
  differenWaWng	
  instrucWon	
  for	
  different	
  
groups	
  who	
  progress	
  at	
  different	
  rates	
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Click	
  on	
  “Records”	
  	
  to	
  access	
  a	
  simple	
  
interac)ve	
  	
  progress	
  monitoring	
  page	
  that	
  
allows	
  you	
  keep	
  track	
  of	
  the	
  progress	
  of	
  

individual	
  students	
  

TM	
  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	
  Edwin	
  Ellis,	
  PhD	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (205)	
  394-­‐5512	
  

TM	
  

Makes Sense Strategies Toolkit  
©	
  Edwin	
  Ellis,	
  PhD	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (205)	
  394-­‐5512	
  

Click	
  on	
  	
  
Level	
  2	
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LEVEL	
  2	
  
Picks	
  up	
  where	
  Level	
  1	
  ended	
  

Focus	
  now	
  	
  is	
  on	
  applying	
  the	
  Smart	
  Sheet	
  to	
  plan	
  
narraWve	
  composiWons	
  

descripWve	
  composiWons	
  

NarraWve	
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The K-3  Writing Standards 

Several	
  of	
  the	
  Organizer	
  Smart	
  Sheets	
  
are	
  also	
  excellent	
  tools	
  for	
  	
  	
  
EMERGING	
  COMPOSITION	
  	
  

WRITING	
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For	
  simple	
  Opinion	
  Wri)ng,	
  check	
  out	
  
the	
  Hierarchic	
  1-­‐Main	
  Idea	
  Smart	
  Sheets	
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The K-3  Writing Standards 
Name	
  of	
  a	
  character	
  	
  What	
  the	
  reader	
  liked	
  

(or	
  didn’t	
  like)	
  about	
  
the	
  character	
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For	
  more	
  sophisWcated	
  Opinion	
  Wri)ng	
  
check	
  out	
  the	
  Hierarchic	
  2-­‐Main	
  Ideas	
  

Smart	
  Sheets	
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Opinion	
  Wri)ng…	
  
Name	
  of	
  a	
  character	
  	
  

Reader’s	
  opinion	
  about	
  
the	
  character	
  	
  

Reason	
  #1	
  	
  
SupporWng	
  
details	
  

Reason	
  #2	
  	
  
SupporWng	
  
details	
  

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Editing & 
Revising 

Publishing 

Researching 

Presenting 

Short time-
frame writing 

Extended time-
frame writing 

Writing in for 
different disciplines 

The standards also address teaching students how 
to both edit and revise their own writing  

and 
 to provide peers with feedback on their writing 
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The K-3  Writing Standards 

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 
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Narrative 
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SCOPE is an editing strategy  
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The K-3  Writing Standards 

The SCOPE editing strategy 
•  Spelling  
•  Capitalization 
•  Omissions 
•  Punctuation 
•  Ear 
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The K-3  Writing Standards 

Production & 
Distribution of Writing 

Text Types & 
Purposes 

Research to Build & 
Present Knowledge 

Range of 
Writing 

Expressing 
Opinions 

Expository 

Narrative 

Editing & 
Revising 

Publishing 

Researching 

Presenting 

Short time-
frame writing 

Extended time-
frame writing 

Writing in for 
different disciplines 

There are also some MSS tools you can use to 
develop student’s research & presenting skills 
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The K-3  Writing Standards 

Check	
  out	
  the	
  Project-­‐based	
  Learning	
  
Smart	
  Sheets	
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