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Objectives

1. Learn to educate, 
collaborate and engage 
families to support transition 
outcomes 

2. Increase knowledge of  
resources to facilitate home/
school partnerships



Educate. Collaborate. Engage. May 3, 2023

Zoom Poll – Student Time
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Who Spends More Time?

Time child spends in school by 18 years of age

13.36

86.64
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Framework of High Expectations –Charles Kettering

Students with disabilities who 
had parents who expected 
their child would probably be 
self-supporting or definitely be 
self-supporting were more 
likely to be engaged in post-
school employment 

(Carter, Austin, & Trainor, 2012)

Students with disabilities who 
had parents who expected 
their child to get a paid job 
were more likely to be 
engaged in post-school 
employment and education 

(Doren, Gau, & Lindstrom, 2012)
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Key Takeaways
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Post-School 
Predictors

National Technical Assistance 
Center on Transition: The 

Collaborative

https://transitionta.org/
https://transitionta.org/
https://transitionta.org/
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Collaborative Systems

Families are partners in  
the transition process.
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Educate: Help Families to 
Recognize Their Powers

IDENTIFY 
• barriers/reasons families have low expectations/

involvement

SHARE RESEARCH
• Outcomes

• Employment
• Education

• Grades
• Behavior
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Educate: Share Success Stories

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2h0A-pVpmJk
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Educate: Families Early

SUPPORT 
Support teachers to begin talking about transition 
in elementary school

ENGAGE
Engage families in trainings about transition:
• Alabama Parent Education Center
• District developed-brochures, fairs trainings 

about agencies & services

http://www.alabamaparentcenter.com/
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Educate: Talking with Elementary Families

When your child is 
25, do you expect 

them to be 
employed?  If so, 

full-time or part-
time?

What strengths or 
interests have you 
noticed in your child 
that you think could 

be used in job 
situations?

What are some of 
the ways you are 

encouraging 
work skills at 

home?
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Educate: Talking with Elementary Families cont.

Education/Training
• What options are you exploring?

• How are you helping at home to prepare for higher ed or training?

Independent Living
• When your child is 25 or older, where do you envision your child living?

• What skills are you teaching at home to help your child prepare for this life?
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Educate:  
Families About  
Workplace Readiness Skills
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Workplace Readiness Skills
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Collaborate: Hone your 
Communication Skills 

• Preferences
• How often?
• Format - email, call, text, 

newsletters, etc.
• What information?

• Consistency
• Active listening
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Let’s talk about diversity
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Collaborate: Recognize Family Diversity
1. All schools have diverse family populations
2. Recognize different perspectives
3. Encourage families to share opinions and ask questions
4. Increase awareness of Engaging in Culturally Responsive Transition Planning 

https://centerontransition.org/publications/download.cfm?id=99
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Collaborate = Involvement
Involve Families. Empower Families. 
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Collaborate: Involve Families

TRANSITION
 assessment

CAREER
 development

POSTSECONDARY
 goals & activities
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Collaborate: Empower Families

• Share information on their role in the process 
• Provide information in easily understood formats
• Give transition-related events, information, and resources
• Share resources such as Community Mapping to increase collaboration

https://centerontransition.org/publications/download.cfm?id=191
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INVOLVEMENT

ENGAGEMENT
or
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Engage: Self-Reflection

How are your 
cultural norms and 
values impacting 
you professionally?

What atmosphere 
are you creating?

What information 
are you sharing?
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Engage: Next Steps

Identify Gaps = barriers
Understand the family’s 
perspective
Bridge gaps by understanding;
• the gifts and contributions of the 

student & their families
• how to honor those 

contributions
• ways to encourage students & 

families to share their culture 
and traditions within the 
transition planning process



Educate. Collaborate. Engage. May 3, 2023

Effective Practice Breeds Engagement

1. Choose transition assessments that involve input from the 
student & family such as
• Interviews 
• Person-centered planning process
• Situational assessments
• Work samples

2. Involve students and families in development of goal setting 
and activities to meet those goals

3. Be purposeful in collaborations with families and agencies
4. Meet families where they are
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School/District Self Assessment
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School/District Self Assessment – part 2
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School/District Self Assessment – part 3
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Questions. Comments. Stay Connected.

Lisa Holland
ldholland@vcu.edu

Kendel St. John
kstjohn@vcu.edu


